Peristernal closure of median sternotomy using stainless steel bands.
Peristernal closure of median sternotomy incisions with interrupted stainless steel bands has proved to be a rapid and safe method for achieving solid internal fixation in approximation of the sternum. The method is particularly useful for obese patients undergoing sternotomy. There have been no instances of wound dehiscence using this technique, and several other advantages over standard forms of sternal closure are apparent. The method is a useful addition to the cardiac surgeon's armamentarium.